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Culture, Tourism and Sport Board  Item  7 

14 July 2009 
 

Culture, Tourism and Sport Board - Update on Current 
Issues  

Summary 
 

This report updates Members on current issues of interest to the Board which are not 
covered elsewhere on this agenda.  Updates are included on:  
 
• Creative industries 
• Tourism 
• DCMS 
• Libraries 
• Sport and Physical Activity 
• Heritage 
• Play 
• Children and Young People 

 
  

 
Recommendations 

 
Members are asked to note policy developments. 

 
 

Action 
 
Secretariat / CLOA Advisory Panel as appropriate. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Contact Officer:  Steven Skelton 
Phone No: 020 7664 3074 
Email: steven.skelton@lga.gov.uk  
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Update on Current Issues 

Creative industries 
 
1. Investing in the creative industries - a guide for local authorities was launched at 

an LGA conference session on Wednesday 1 July.  It was further promoted at 
an event in London on 9 July at which Will Hutton and Ben Bradshaw spoke.  
The guide gives advice to councils on deciding whether to invest in supporting 
the creative industries and the effectiveness of the different forms of support.   

 
2. The project has been delivered by the Work Foundation, managed by the LGA 

and steering group of key stakeholders, with project funding from the 
Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS).  The publication and 
supporting website can be accessed at www.idea.gov.uk/creativeindustries  

 

Tourism  
 
3. The LGA has successfully lobbied for local government representation on the 

new DCMS Tourism Advisory Council, which met for the second time on 1 
July 2009.  The Culture, Tourism and Sport board was represented by 
Councillor Trevor Thorne, who pushed the LGA’s key messages in relation to 
the development of high speed rail and a wider debate on the priorities for the 
tourism industry. 

 
4. Councillor Chris White chaired a workshop, delivered jointly with VisitEngland, 

entitled “Harnessing the potential of the visitor economy” at the LGA’s 
Annual Conference in Harrogate.  The workshop looked at how councils can 
support tourism locally and the benefits of the visitor economy for employment, 
training and skills.  The well attended session heard from James Berresford, the 
new Chief Executive of Visit England on his first day in office, and George 
Garlick, Chief Executive of the new unitary Durham County Council. 

 
5. The Smiles of Britain campaign was launched by the National Skills Academy 

for Hospitality on 21 May 2009.  The campaign encourages members of the 
public to be on the lookout for the nation’s warmest and most welcoming smiles. 
And, when they see one, to snap a picture and share it on the Academy’s 
campaign website, and there are weekly prizes for the best smile captured.  
With more people likely to stay in the UK for their holidays this year, there is 
also a serious commercial message to this campaign which is looking to 
highlight instances of excellent customer service within the hospitality industry. 

 
The Academy is inviting local authorities to support this campaign. If you are 
interested in getting involved please contact 
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david.pepper@hospitalityskillsacademy.co.uk.  For information on the campaign 
more generally, please visit the Smiles of Britain website. 

 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) 
 
6. Ben Bradshaw was appointed Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport in 

June 2009 as part of the post-election reshuffle.  Andy Burnham has now 
become Secretary of State for Health.  The LGA Chairman, Cllr Margaret Eaton 
has written to all incoming ministers highlighting our key lobbying points.  Siôn 
Simon has also joined the DCMS as Minister for the Creative Industries.  
Previously Mr Simon was Minister for Further Education at the Department of 
Innovation, Universities and Skills. 

 
7. The Department have also produced an advocacy document for culture, tourism 

and sport services’ contribution to tackling the recession.  Lifting people, lifting 
places argues that “DCMS sectors are part of the solution to the social and 
economic challenges that this country is facing” – and charts government 
investment and future planned spending.  The document can be accessed at  

 
 http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/Lifting_People.pdf  
 

Libraries  
 
8. The evidence gathering phase of Sue Charteris’ (Founder/Director, Shared 

Intelligence) review into the proposed closure of libraries by Wirral MBC is now 
closed.  Given the issues raised in the Wirral review, i.e. the question of central 
government intervention, the LGA has argued that the Libraries Modernisation 
Review must await the full report from Wirral before making recommendations.  
It seem that this view is widespread, as DCMS now expect to publish the review 
following the summer recess.   

 
9. On 8 June the MLA announced a study by consultants ERS into Swindon 

Borough Council’s Library Service, which will feed into the council's 
decision-making process.  The month-long review is being funded by the 
Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA), and will feed into the decision 
making process of the council and its budgetary options for 2009/10 and 
beyond.  Due to budget constraints the council earlier this year proposed the 
closure of four libraries.  The report is currently with Swindon for consideration 
by the council during July. 
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Sport and Physical Activity 
 
10. Sport England have launched the next stage of their new funding strategy: a 

£5m annual innovation fund.  All councils are invited to bid to the fund.  A 
competitive tendering process will: 
• Unlock a major barrier to participation in sport  
• Exploit technology to deliver sport at new times, in new settings or to new 
audiences  
• Inspire more people to take up a sport by creatively adapting an existing 
game. 

 
For more information go to http://funding.sportengland.org/  

 
11. As part of the Free Swimming programme, the government have funded the 

Amateur Swimming Association to deliver 49 Free Swimming Coordinators, in 
conjunction with County Sports and Physical Activity Partnerships.  The LGA, in 
conjunction with colleagues from CLOA, have contributed to the Coordinators’ 
training by providing an “introduction to the local government” module.  This 
focused on the political, financial and performance management contexts within 
councils. 

 
12. The Department of Health strategy, Be Active, Be Healthy, proposed the 

establishment of a Physical Activity Alliance (PAA), comprised of leading 
physical activity providers and experts, and public sector agencies.  An initial 
task group of the Alliance is now consulting on its proposed role, and the LGA is 
keen that councils make sure their opinions are heard.  The consultation will 
look at how the PAA will operate – how it will be funded, how it will deliver any 
projects it is tasked with and how it will be governed.  
  

13. The LGA successfully lobbied for local government to be represented on the 
interim steering group of the Alliance, and we have been helping to shape the 
direction of the consultation.  We want the Alliance to engage with local delivery 
mechanisms that are already in place, such as community sport and physical 
activity networks.  Particularly in a period of tight public spending limits, it is 
important to avoid duplication of effort at all levels.  Further details of the 
Alliance, and its current consultation, can be found via the newly launched 
Alliance website, at http://www.activityalliance.org/.    

 

Heritage 
 
14. Following an open competition, Baroness Kay Andrews OBE has become the 

first female Chair of English Heritage.  She will take up her post from the end 
of July.  The LGA will write to welcome her to her new role, and put the case 
that English Heritage must work closely with councils to deliver a more 
streamlined system that unlocks the benefits of our historic environment for all 
communities. 
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15. The Heritage at Risk Register is a revised version of English Heritage’s annual 

Buildings at Risk Register, first published in 2008, which featured Grade I and 
II* listed buildings nationally and Grade II buildings in London, structural 
Scheduled Monuments, Registered Battlefields and Protected Wrecks known to 
be ‘at risk' of loss of historic significance through neglect and decay, or were 
vulnerable to becoming so.  The 2009 Heritage at Risk register, published on 23 
June 2009, includes Grade I, and Grade II* listed buildings nationally together 
with Grade II buildings in London, all types of scheduled monuments, 
Registered parks & gardens, Registered battlefields and protected wreck sites.   

 
16. In addition, in 2009, following local authority completed surveys, conservation 

areas are being included. Out of approximately 9,300 conservation areas 
across England, returns were submitted for 5,479, representing around 60% of 
the areas. Returns for some or all of their conservation areas were received 
from around 75% of local authorities.  The register is intended to help local 
authorities focus their resources on those with greatest need for action and for 
which funding assistance may be available. 

 

Play 
 
17. Research by the Local Government Association, commissioned by the Children 

and Young People Board, has found that Councils are keen to ensure that new 
playgrounds are focused toward fun and excitement, moving aware from a 
culture of ‘wrapping children in cotton wool.’   The revamped playgrounds have 
been funded by £235m announced as part of the children’s plan in 2007, and 
councils are set to refurbish more than 3,500 playgrounds by 2011.   

 
For further details, please view the following link: 

 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=1939955  

 
18. Play England has announced that it now has over 250 members, a year after 

its inception.  Funded by the Big Lottery Fund, Play England is the national 
organisation for play and forms an integral part of the Fund’s Children’s Play 
initiative.  Members are vital to Play England’s work and give vital information 
about new and emerging priorities in the sector. The Play England Council most 
recently met on 25 June, where Play England’s new strategic plan was on the 
agenda for discussion. 

 

Children and Young People 
 
19. My Place, the scheme to fund world class youth facilities, has launched a 

second funding round to invest a further £31.6m in new projects. This is in 
addition to the £240m it has already invested in 62 projects in England. The 
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funding is to be targeted at projects in the most deprived areas of England, and 
will aid Councils in fulfilling their duty to secure access to positive activities. 

 
20.  In June, Arts Council England awarded a further 1648 schools with its 

 Artsmark award in recognition of their commitment to and excellence in arts 
 education.  The Artsmark award scheme began in 2000, with the scheme now 
 having seen over 10,000 awards presented to schools.  2009 saw the highest 
 number of applications since the scheme began with the total number of 
 Artsmark awards up nearly 15% from the previous year. 

 

Financial Implications 

  
21.   The updates in this report have no financial implications. 
 

Implications for Wales 

 
22.   Implications for Wales will be discussed with the WLGA as appropriate. 
 
Contact Officer:  Steven Skelton 
Phone No: 020 7664 3074    
Email: steven.skelton@lga.gov.uk  


